Reading Questions Chapter 13             Name ____________________________________

Surface water pp. 280-293
1. How much water ends up in streams and rivers?

2. What accounts for most of the erosion of the Earth’s surface?

3. What is a tributary?

4. Where do tributaries end up depositing their eroded sediment?

5. What is included in the drainage basin of a river?
6. What is the high land that separates one drainage basin from another?

7. What is the major divide in the U.S. and where is it located?
8. Which ocean does rain falling on the east of the continental divide flow into?

9. Which ocean does rain falling on the west of the continental divide flow into?
10. What is the largest single drainage basin in the U.S.?

11. How much land is covered by the Mississippi River System?
12. What are four factors that affect the way streams and rivers can erode and transport sediment?
13. What is a river’s velocity?

14. How does velocity affect the way streams and rivers can erode and transport sediment?

15. What are three factors that affect a river’s velocity?

16. What is a river’s gradient?

17. How does gradient affect the way streams and rivers can erode and transport sediment?
18. What is a river’s discharge? 
19. How does discharge affect the way streams and rivers can erode and transport sediment?
20. What is a river’s channel?

21.  How does the size and shape of the channel affect the way rivers can erode and transport sediment?
22. What is the most effective agent of erosion?

23. What draws surface water downhill?

24. How does deposition occur?
25. How do rivers wear down rock materials?

26. What causes potholes to form?
27. What causes a plunge pool to form?
28. What are three ways a river carries it’s load?
29. What are three common minerals carried in solution?
30. Where do most river’s solution loads come from?
31. What are some common materials that can become suspended in a river’s load?
32. What causes materials to become suspended? 
33. What are some common materials that can be transported in a river’s bed load?

37. How does a river’s velocity affect its competence and capacity?
34. Under what circumstances do rivers and streams deposit sediment?

35. What is a delta?

36. How does a delta form?

37. What is an alluvial fan?

38. How does an alluvial fan form?

39. How is a delta different from an alluvial fan? 

40. How do canyons form?
41. What factors affect the length of time it takes a river to form a canyon?
42. How do V-shaped valleys form?
43.  How does stream piracy happen?
44. How did the Great falls of the Potomac form?

45. What causes Niagara Falls to recede?
46. How did the Niagara Gorge form?
47. What are some common features of floodplain?

48. How does an oxbow lake form?

49. What are some of the causes of floods?

50. What are some ways to control flooding?

Complete Questions  #1-26 pages 296-297.
